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The Honorable Iwvis Strauss / / 

Chairman, U. S. Atonic Energy Comission 

Washington. 3 5? D. S. 
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As you are aware, there are at present a considerable master of «a- 
ployees of the Central Intelligence Agency who have bees granted clearances 
for access to Restricted Data Infcwsaitian In order to carry out intelli- 
gence activities having a bearing on the field of atonriLc energy, 

•Vt the present tine the need to haw access to Restricted Sate is 
first determined within this Agency, and requests for the necessary clear- 
ances are then processed to tee Atomic Energy Commission Security Office. 

In accordance with current procedures, each request is teen subject to a 
full-field investigation conducted by the Civil Service Commission >r the 
federal Bureau, of Investigation , This procedure for granting clearances 
appeared to be required under the provisions of the Atonic Energy Act of 
1946 as ttaandsd, ;: owsver, it is ay belief that Section 145(b) of the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954 is soswwhat less restrictive in teat it penaita an 
authorisation for -©cess to Restricted Rata without tee necessity of an 
investigation by the Civil Service Coaniasioa upon a deterrdnation by tee 
Comission or the Ocasral Manager that such action is clearly consistent 
with tew national interest. Also Section 143 authorises any employee of 
an agency of the deperfcswit of Defense or any member of the Araad fortes, 
under certain brood conditions, to have access to Restricted Date roercired 
in the performance of his duties. 

Sate employee of this Agency prior to entering on duty is the subject 
of a full-field iawstdgatian through tew investigative facilities of CIA. 

The coverage of teds investigation is at least the equivalent of the Civil 
Service investigation for access to Restricted Data and tew Investigative 
requirements of Saecutive Order 10450# In addition, our evaluation of the 
investigative resjilta conforms with Brooutiv© Order 10450 and certain special 
m^loyraont rseulraments of this Agency. You are also advised that the 
handling of Restricted Data within CIA, including storage facilities, is in 
full accord with the security requlrsawnte of your Cocaaission and is 
regularly reviewed by A3EC representatives . 
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la Tiffin' an unnecessary delay and duplication of effort is occasioned 
by requiring two sAadlar ffcll-field imrestigatiwist of CIA eesployoes when 
they are to be greeted access to Restricted Bata* In view of Mm apparent 
authority under Section 11*5 (fe) of your Act, it is requested teat the 
Coasainsion enter into appropriate surrangarsBita with CIA to permit /Lancy 
euployess to fee furaatsd. access to Restricted Seta without the necessity of 
Investigation by the Civil Service Corasissicn or ffideral Bureau of la- 
vestigatiCR. k systes of security certification by this Agency to your 
CcBpdaaloB for each employes granted access or provision for a ar/ster of 
review of such cases can be established to neet ary req&iirerasnta you deer, 
appropriate in this regard. 

If further inf or atticm is desired, I i*ould be please to have our 
Director of Security confer with the appropriate official of the Atomic 
Energy QamA ssioa, 

tflth kindest regards. 

Oincsrely, 

SIGNED 

C. ?. Cabell 

Lieutenant Osaaral, U3AF 
Acting Li rector 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


MEMORANDUM FOR: THE DIRECTOR 

The attached letter to the Chairman of the 
Atomic Energy Commission requests that he use the 
authority granted him in Section lU5(h) of the 
Atomic Energy Act of 1 9%h to authorize Agency 
employees to have access to Restricted Data with- 
out the necessity of a full field investigation 
by the Civil Service Commission. 

It is indicated that the investigation 
carried on by the Agency is at least the equiva- 
lent to that conducted by the Civil Service Com- 
mission, and that we are complying with the 
requirements of J&ecpttye Orc^r, 10U50. 




This proposal was initiated at the request, 
of the Deputy Director (Intelligence), has the 
concurrence of the General Counsel, Office of 
Security and myself, and your signature is 
recommended. 


H. GATES Lb0lt> 
Assistant Deputy Director 
(Support) 


AUG 4 1955 
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